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This study aims to analyze the operation of vocational education in order 
grasp its current status. By examining the current issues in the area of 
vocational education, we expect to establish a plan for the future activation of 
vocational education in alternative schools.
There are two types of alternative schools: authorized, and unauthorized. 
Authorized and unauthorized alternative schools are also individually divided 
into two types: specialized schools and entrusted schools. In addition, there are 
‘pastoral type’ alternative schools for secondary education and ‘city type’ 
alternative schools. 
In order to grasp the courses related to vocational education in detail, this 
study investigated the 2009 curriculum for each type of alternative school, by 
referring to the management plans of individual schools. In particular, we dealt 
with specialized subjects of specialized high schools, alternative subjects of 
entrusted schools, internships and project classes in ‘city type’ secondary 
schools, and self-reliance subjects. We also consider the frequency of the 
classes, and the total annual class time of ‘pastoral type’ secondary schools. 
In addition, we conducted a complete survey of vocational education 
operations. The subjects of this survey are specialized high schools, pastoral-type 
secondary schools, city-type secondary schools, and entrusted alternative schools 
for alternative education. The survey was conducted in October, and 39 of the 
56 schools queried (70%) responded. In terms of the item related to the main 
body of establishment, schools that were privately financed took the largest 
proportion at 35%, while school supported by religious organizations and civic 
groups were second with 20.5%. 
Many people view the various meanings of vocational education conducted by 
alternative schools as a general educational curriculum. Because it shows the 
mean value of item as a general education is 3.85 of the 5-point scale, the mean 
of basic vocational education is 3.41, and the mean of vocational professional 
education is 2.56 in the survey about the item of the meaning of vocational 
education conducted by alternative schools.
Examining the actual operating conditions of vocational education of 
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alternative schools, we found that there are 104 subjects and programs related to 
vocational education offered in alternative schools. We also found that every 
alternative school was different in terms of its management type and its level of 
programs related to vocational education, and that there were an average of 2.7 
programs on vocational education in each school. 
Furthermore, we conducted a case study on vocational education in alternative 
schools. The 56 targeted schools targeted went through several processes to be 
selected as subjects for the case study. In particular, we investigated their 
homepages to analyze their 2009 curriculum. From this investigation, we were 
able to ascertain whether they provided specialized subjects or other vocational 
education subjects as technical courses, internships or project classes, and 
whether they provided alternative courses related to occupations.
In conclusion, we found that alternative schools, in contrast to general schools 
that prepare students for the college entrance examination, are demanded by the 
times to cultivate individuals of ability who can actively manage the 
unpredictable society of the future. For this reason, we should make a dedicated 
effort to expand alternative education, despite the current difficult circumstances.
